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35A  Power of High Court to award interest on debts and damages

(1) Subject to rules of court, in proceedings (whenever instituted) before the High
Court for the recovery of a debt or damages there may be included in any sum for which
judgment is given simple interest, at such rate as the court thinks fit or as rules of court
may provide, on all or any part of the debt or damages in respect of which judgment is
given, or payment is made before judgment, for all or any part of the period between the
date when the cause of action arose and—

(a)  in the case of any sum paid before judgment, the date of the payment; and
(b) in the case of the sum for which judgment is given, the date of the
judgment.

(2) In relation to a judgment given for damages for personal injuries or death which
exceed £200 subsection (1) shall have effect—

(a)  with the substitution of “shall be included” for “maybe included”; and
(b)  with the addition of “unless the court is satisfied that there are special
reasons to the contrary” after “given”, where first occurring.

(3) Subject to rules of court, where—

(a)  there are proceedings (whenever instituted) before the High Court for the
recovery of a debt; and

(b) the defendant pays the whole debt to the plaintiff (otherwise than in
pursuance of a judgment in the proceedings),

the defendant shall be liable to pay the plaintiff simple interest at such rate as the court
thinks fit or as rules of court may provide on all or any part of the debt for all or any part
of the period between the date when the cause of action arose and the date of the
payment.

(4) Interest in respect of a debt shall not be awarded under this section for a period
during which, for whatever reason, interest on the debt already runs.

(5) Without prejudice to the generality of section 84, rules of court may provide for a
rate of interest by reference to the rate specified in section 17 of the Judgments Act 1838
as that section has effect from time to time or by reference to a rate for which any other
enactment provides.

(6) Interest under this section may be calculated at different rates in respect of
different periods.
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(7) In this section “plaintiff” means the person seeking the debt or damages and
“defendant” means the person from whom the plaintiff seeks the debt or damages and
“personal injuries” includes any disease and any impairment of a person’s physical or
mental condition.

(8) Nothing in this section affects the damages recoverable for the dishonour of a bill
of exchange.
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48. (1) Subject to rules of court, in proceedings (whenever
instituted) before the High Court for the recovery of a debt or damages
there may be included in any sum for which judgment is given simple
interest, at such rate as the Court thinks fit or as rules of court may provide,
on all or any part of the debt or damages in respect of which judgment is
given, or payment is made before judgment, for all or any part of the period
between the date when the cause of action arose and—

(a) in the case of any sum paid before judgment, the date of the
payment; and

(b)  in the case of the sum for which judgment is given, the date of
the judgment.

(2) Inrelation to a judgment given for damages for personal injuries
or death which exceed $30,000 subsection (1) shall have effect—

(a) with the substitution of “shall be included” for “may be
included”; and

(b)  with the addition of “unless the Court is satisfied that there are
special reasons to the contrary” after “given”, where it first
occurs.

(3)  Subject to rules of court, where—

(a) there are proceedings (whenever instituted) before the High
Court for the recovery of a debt; and

(b)  the defendant pays the whole debt to the plaintiff (otherwise
than in pursuance of a judgment in the proceedings),

the defendant shall be liable to pay the plaintiff interest at such rate as the
Court thinks fit or as rules of court may provide on all or any part of the
debt for all or any part of the period between the date when the cause of
action arose and the date of the payment.

(4) Interest in respect of a debt shall not be awarded under this
section for a period during which, for whatever reason, interest on the debt

already runs.

(5) Interest under this section may be calculated at different rates in
respect of different periods.
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(6)  For the avoidance of doubt it is declared that in determining, for
the purposes of any enactment contained in Part IV of the District Court
Ordinance, whether an amount exceeds, or is less than, a sum specified in
that Part, no account shall be taken of any power exercisable by virtue of
this section or of any order made in the exercise of such a power.

(7)  Nothing in this section affects the damages recoverable for the
dishonour of a bill of exchange.

(8)  In this section—

“defendant” means the person from whom the plaintiff seeks the debt or
damages;

“personal injuries” includes any disease and any impairment of a person’s
physical or mental condition; and

“plaintiff”” means the person seeking the debt or damages.
(Replaced, 52 of 1987, 5. 37)
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49. (1) Subject to subsection (2), the Court may, in any
proceedings brought in the Court for the recovery of any debt or damages,
order that there shall be included in the sum for which judgment is given
interest at such rate as it thinks fit on the whole or any part of the debt or
damages for the whole or any part of the period between the date when the
cause of action arose and the date of the judgment.

(2)  Nothing in subsection (1) shall—
(a)  authorize the giving of interest upon interest;

(b)  apply in relation to any debt upon which interest is payable as
of right whether by virtue of any agreement or otherwise; or

(c)  affect the damages recoverable for the dishonour of a bill of
exchange.

(3)  The powers conferred by subsection (1) may be exercised—
(a)  whether or not interest is expressly claimed;

(b) at any time after judgment is entered in any case in which it
appears that the failure to apply for or to award interest was
through inadvertence; and

(¢)  in the case of a judgment entered by default or by order of the
Registrar, by the Registrar.
(22 of 1962, s. 194, incorporated. Added. 6 of 1970,
Schedule)

(4)  Where in any such proceedings as are mentioned in subsection
(1) judgment is given for a sum which (apart from interest on damages)
exceeds $3,000 and represents or includes damages in respect of personal
injuries to the plaintiff or any other person, or in respect of a person’s
death, then (without prejudice to the exercise of the power conferred by
that subsection in relation to any part of that sum which does not represent
such damages) the Court shall exercise that power so as to include in that
sum interest on those damages or on such part of them as the Court
considers appropriate, unless the Court is satisfied that there are special
reasons why no interest should be given in respect of those damages.
(Added, 100 of 1970, s. 2)

(5)  Any order under this section may provide for interest to be
calculated at different rates in respect of different parts of the period for
which interest is given, whether that period is the whole or part of the
period mentioned in subsection (1). (Added, 100 of 1970, s.2.)
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(6) For the avoidance of doubt it is hereby declared that in
determining for the purposes of any enactment contained in Part IV,
whether an amount exceeds, or is less than, a sum specified in that Part, no
account shall be taken of any power exercisable by virtue of this section or
of any order made in the exercise of such a power. (Added, 100 of 1970,
5. 2)

(7) In this section—

“personal injuries” includes any disease and any impairment of a person’s
physical or mental condition. (Added, 100 of 1970, s. 2)
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1975 2.6693 2.6593 2.6497 2.6417 2.6338 2.6259 2.6180 2.6101 2.6022 2.5942 2.5863 2.5784
1976 2.5705 2.5626 2.5547 2.5467 2.5388 2.5309 2.5230 2.5151 2.5076 2.5001 2.4926 2.4851
1977 24776 2.4704 2.4633 2.4566 2.4501 2.4436 24372 2.4307 2.4243 2.4178 24114 2.4049
1978 2.3984 2.3920 2.3855 2.3791 2.3726 2.3655 2.3584 2.3512 2.3437 2.3362 2.3286 2.3191
1979 2.3093 2.2989 2.2882 2.2768 2.2644 2.2511 2.2377 2.2244 2.2106 2.1960 2.1815 2.1669
1980 2.1523 2.1377 2.1231 2.1077 2.0919 2.0763 2.0631 2.0508 2.0400 2.0289 2.0166 2.0025
1981 1.9860 1.9693 1.9527 1.9360 1.9193 1.9027 1.8860 1.8690 1.8515 1.8340 1.8152 1.7971
1982 1.7811 1.7653 1.7494 1.7336 1.7178 1.7020 1.6870 1.6721 1.6583 1.6458 1.6333 1.6209
1983 1.6092 1.5980 1.5867 1.5755 1.5639 1.5514 1.5377 1.5248 1.5127 1.4994 1.4837 1.4699
1984 1.4561 1.4427 1.4312 1.4210 1.4095 1.3972 1.3839 1.3678 1.3529 1.3388 1.3255 1.3131
1985 1.3011 1.2897 1.2789 1.2681 1.2578 1.2479 1.2384 1.2301 1.2226 1.2143 1.2059 1.1976
1986 1.1893 1.1809 1.1726 1.1643 1.1551 1.1462 1.1375 1.1287 1.1204 1.1125 1.1046 1.0967
1987 1.0887 1.0815 1.0748 1.0674 1.0595 1.0516 1.0432 1.0344 1.0257 1.0169 1.0079 1.0000
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1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986

1987

5.2568
4.7640
4.3428
4.0135
3.6726
3.1420
2.6638
2.1740
1.8330
1.5743
1.3496
1.2074

1.0924

5.2047
4.7266
4.3118
3.9877
3.6348
3.0969
2.6201
2.1401
1.8126
1.5534
1.3344
1.1975

1.0846

5.1550
4.6895
4.2815
3.9621
3.5962
3.0524
2.5772
2.1068
1.7924
1.5358
1.3201
1.1876

1.0774

P 7|

5.1144
4.6527
4.2529
3.9367
3.5557
3.0060
2.5349
2.0739
1.7725
1.5202
1.3060
1.1778

1.0694

HIFI 93 £] 8 B

5.0743
4.6161
4.2256
39114
3.5121
2.9591
2.4934
2.0416
1.7522
1.5030
1.2927
1.1671

1.0611

-+ F|

5.0344
4.5799
4.1985
3.8839
3.4658
29137
2.4525
2.0098
1.7306
1.4847
1.2801
1.1568

1.0527
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4.9949
4.5439
4.1715
3.8566
3.4202
2.8759
2.4123
1.9801
1.7071
1.4653
1.2680
1.1467

1.0439

k]

4.9556
4.5082
4.1448
3.8287
3.3752
2.8410
2.3720
1.9512
1.6854
1.4420
1.2575
1.1368

1.0349

49167
4.4745
4.1182
3.8002
3.3294
2.8105
2.3312
1.9246
1.6653
1.4209
1.2482
1.1274

1.0259

4.8781
4.4412
4.0917
3.7719
3.2815
2.7796
2.2911
1.9009
1.6434
1.4011
1.2379
1.1185

1.0170

4.8398
4.4082
4.0655
3.7436
3.2344
2.7459
2.2488
1.8774
1.6180
1.3827
1.2277
1.1098

1.0079

=

4.8018
4.3753
4.0394
3.7085
3.1879
2.7076
2.2088
1.8543
1.5960
1.3658
1.2175
1.1010

1.0000



1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986

1987

5.0914
4.6257
4.2271
3.9163
3.5926
3.0812
2.6187
2.1424
1.8108
1.5591
1.3399
1.2017

1.0899

5.0421
4.5903
4.1979
3.8920
3.5563
3.0375
2.5763
2.1095
1.7911
1.5387
1.3251
1.1920

1.0823

4.9950
4.5552
4.1692
3.8678
3.5193
2.9945
2.5345
2.0770
1.7715
1.5216
1.3111
1.1824

1.0754

% gpu A Y

P 7|
4.9567
4.5203
4.1422
3.8438
3.4804
2.9496
2.4935
2.0451
1.7521
1.5065
1.2974
1.1729

1.0676

- EJ

4.9188
4.4858
4.1165
3.8199
3.4384
2.9042
2.4531
2.0136
1.7325
1.4897
1.2844
1.1625

1.0595

-+ F|

4.8811
4.4515
4.0909
3.7938
3.3938
2.8602
2.4134
1.9827
1.7114
1.4719
1.2722
1.1525
1.0514

73

Lk is
=
4.8438
4.4174
4.0655
3.7679
3.3499
2.8237
2.3743
1.9538
1.6885
1.4530
1.2605
1.1427

1.0428

It EJ

4.8067
4.3836
4.0402
3.7415
3.3065
2.7900
2.3352
1.9256
1.6674
1.4302
1.2503
1.1330

1.0340

4.7700
4.3518
4.0151
3.7144
3.2622
2.7606
2.2955
1.8998
1.6479
1.4095
1.2412
1.1239

1.0253

4.7335
4.3203
3.9902
3.6875
3.2160
2.7308
2.2565
1.8767
1.6265
1.3901
1.2312
1.1153
1.0166

1
4.6973
4.2890
3.9654
3.6605
3.1704
2.6983
2.2152
1.8539
1.6017
1.3722
1.2213
1.1068

1.0077

=

4.6613
4.2579
3.9408
3.6270
3.1255
2.6612
2.1763
1.8315
1.5802
1.3556
1.2115
1.0983

1.0000
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1975 9.00 8.57 6.52 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50
1976 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.03 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00
1977 5.61 5.50 5.08 4.75 4.75 4.75 4.75 4.75 4.75 4.75 4.75 4.75
1978 4.75 4.75 4.75 4.75 5.50 5.50 5.74 6.00 6.00 6.08 8.35 8.75
1979 9.48 9.86 10.69 11.90 13.00 13.00 13.00 13.53 14.50 14.50 14.50 14.50
1980 14.50 14.50 15.52 16.00 15.71 12.78 11.74 10.00 10.37 11.71 13.97 16.74
1981 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.00 17.36 18.00 18.00 19.61 18.73 16.19
1982 16.00 16.00 16.00 16.00 15.97 15.00 14.81 13.55 12.00 12.00 11.92 10.97
1983 10.50 10.50 10.50 10.87 12.02 13.50 12.44 11.50 13.00 15.84 13.55 13.50
1984 13.15 10.75 9.32 10.73 11.81 12.88 16.37 14.84 14.00 12.90 11.92 11.37
1985 10.65 10.00 10.00 9.35 8.81 8.38 7.03 6.00 6.97 7.00 7.00 7.00
1986 7.00 7.00 7.00 8.00 7.68 7.50 7.50 6.98 6.50 6.50 6.50 6.50
1987 5.68 5.00 5.97 6.40 6.50 7.13 7.50 7.50 7.50 7.82 6.48 5.60
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