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COMMENTATORS ON THE WORKING PAPER

Organisations invited to comment
(* comments received)

JUSTICE (Hong Kong Branch)
Hong Kong Bar Association
Law Society of Hong Kong
Registrar, Supreme Court

Dean of Faculty of Medicine
University of Hong Kong

Department of Medicine
University of Hong Kong

Department of Community Medicine
University of Hong Kong

Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
University of Hong Kong

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery
University of Hong Kong

Department of Paediatrics
University of Hong Kong

Department of Pathology
University of Hong Kong

Department of Psychiatry
University of Hong Kong

Department of Surgery
University of Hong Kong

Dean of Faculty of Medicine
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Department of Medicine
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Department of Orthopaedic & Traumatic Surgery
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Department of Paediatrics
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Department of Morbid Anatomy
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Department of Psychiatry
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Department of Surgery
Chinese University of Hong Kong

Department of Community Medicine
Chinese University of Hong Kong

The Federation of Medical Societies of Hong Kong

The Hong Kong Medical Association

The British Medical Association

American College of Chest Physicians

Hong Kong Association of Health Service Administrators
Hong Kong Dental Association

Hong Kong Geriatric Society

The Hong Kong Neurological Society

The Hong Kong Neurosurgical Society

Hong Kong Society of Community Medicine

Hong Kong Society of Diagnostic Radiologists

Hong Kong Society of Digestive Endoscopy

Hong Kong Society of Gastroenterology

Hong Kong Society of Haematology

Hong Kong Society of Nephrology Ltd

Hong Kong Society of Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeons
Hong Kong Surgical Society

The Obstetrical & Gynaecological Society of Hong Kong

The Pharmaceutical Society of Hong Kong
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The Society of Anaesthetists of Hong Kong
The Society of Physicians of Hong Kong

The Western Pacific Orthopaedic Association (Hong Kong Chapter)
Hong Kong Midwives Association

Hong Kong Nurses Association

Hong Kong Society of Critical Care Medicine
The Medicine Council of Hong Kong

The Hong Kong College of General Practitioners
Hong Kong Opthalmological Society

The Government Doctors’ Association

Hong Kong Orthopaedic Association

Hong Kong Oto-Rhino-Laryngological Society
Hong Kong Paediatric Society

Hong Kong Pathology Society

Secretary for Health & Welfare

Secretary for Security

Commissioner of Correctional Services
Government Laboratory

Director of Immigration

Commissioner ICAC

Director of Social Welfare

Director of Legal Aid

Commissioner of Police

Director of Medical & Health Services

Nursing Director
Medical & Health Department

Institute of Pathology
Medical & Health Department
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* The Hong Kong Psychiatric Association

Medical Social Worker Section
Social Welfare Department

Medical Students’ Society
University of Hong Kong

Medical Students’ Society
Chinese University of Hong Kong

The International College of Surgeons

Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole Hospital
*  Baptist Hospital

British Military Hospital Hong Kong

Canossa Hospital

Caritas Medical Centre

Castle Peak Hospital

Duchess of Kent Children’s Orthopaedic Hospital, &
Convalescent Home

Evangel Hospital
Fanling Hospital
The Grantham Hospital
The Haven of Hope Hospital
Hong Kong Adventist Hospital
Hong Kong Buddhist Hospital
The Hong Kong Central Hospital
* Hong Kong Sanatorium & Hospital
Kowloon Hospital
Kwai Chung Hospital
*  Kwong Wah Hospital
Lai Chi Kok Hospital
Matilda and War Memorial Hospital

Nam Long Hospital
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*

*

Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospital

Pok Oi Hospital

Precious Blood Hospital

Princess Margaret Hospital

Prince of Wales Hospital

Queen Elizabeth Hospital

Queen Mary Hospital

Ruttonjee Sanatorium

South Lantau Hospital

St. John Hospital

St. Paul’s Hospital

St. Teresa’s Hospital

Tang Shiu Kin Hospital

Tsan Yuk Hospital

Tung Wah Eastern Hospital

Tung Wah Hospital

Tung Wah Sandy Bay Convalescent Hospital
United Christian Hospital

Yan Chai Hospital

Prince Philip Dental Hospital

Arran Street Assessment Clinic

Hong Kong Psychiatric Centre

Li Ka Shing Specialist Clinic

Lock Tao Maternity Home & Clinic

Sai Ying Pun Polyclinic

Siu Lam Hospital for the Mentally Subnormal
South Kwai Chung Jockey Club Polyclinic

Yau Ma Tei Psychiatric Centre
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Individuals who commented

D C Lee

Theresa A Howard
Chan Kwok-cheung
Dr Daisy Saw

Dr Anthony Ng

Dr James S P Chiu
P J Preston

Chan Chiu-suck
Kwan Fung

Dr Chun Ling

Dr Leung Nai-kong
David Yip Chi-pang
Richard Tan

DrL C Siu

K H Lee

Dr Tang Chum-yue
Ma Kwok Fai

Dr Tsui Man-shan
Dr Win Yu

Cheung Ying Man
Dr Diana Wong

Ip Wei Chung
Tong Moon-tong
Dr Myint Thein

Dr Lai Yiu-ming

Lay Shing-chuen

H M Sinclair

Chiu Shin-chak

Dr Langford

Louis Lee

Portia Sheen

Dr Veronica Y C Wai
David Cheng

Dr Philip Wen-chee Mao
Yip Yu-lap

DrY C Tsao

Dr Edmund Cheung
Wong Wu-shun

Dr Sung Wing-choon
K C Leung

Dr C S Ng

Dr Stephen Wing-chiu Leung

Wilina Lim

Dr A Van Langenberg
Dr Liang Hung-kuang
Sity Tann

Edmund Chow

Leung Sau-hung
DrY K Siu

Ng Wai-cheung

Lam Kin-fai

Dr Pau Wing-foo
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Dr Wong Tu-shin Leung Cheuk Wai

Chao Pee Soom DrSK Yue

Stanley Sun Dr B D Apthorp

R M Buckley Ip Lai-sheung

Chan Shun-hung Dr Theresa Chan Kee-hiang
John Boey
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Annexure 2

Table (1) Number of Still Births by Type of Institution (1983-86)

Government
Year Government Subvented Private Maternity Total
Hospitals* Hospitals Hospitals Homes
1983 191 100 61 9 361
1984 158 81 66 6 311
1985 152 85 58 - 295
1986 152 70 48 2 272

Note:

The totals set out in this table are not always identical with the totals presented in the Annual

Report of the Medical and Health Department because this table:
(a) does not include returns from public mortuaries;

(b) does not cover the British Military Hospital and private maternity homes.
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Table (2) Number of Total Births by Type of Institution (1983-86)

Government
Year Government Subvented Private Maternity Total
Hospitals* Hospitals Hospitals Homes
1983 32707 23 288 16 330 9573 81 898
1984 29 995 22217 15 066 8771 76 049
1985 30 540 21976 14 931 7481 74 928
1986 29276 19 960 14 835 6293 70 364

Note : Total Births = Live Births + Still Births

* including Correctional Institutions
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STATISTICS ILLUSTRATING NUMBER
OF MAN-HOURS WORKED PER DEATH REPORT BETWEEN

JANUARY AND JUNE, 1984

Annexure 3

No. of Man-hour Total Man-hours No. of No. of Death No. of
Officers worked/day | n x 20 days x 6 mths Death Report called Death
(n) for Inquest
11P 1.4 168
Wch 1 Sgt 2.1 252 111 26 0
3 PCs 8.4 1008
HV 11P 1.4 168 35 11 1
1PC 7.0 840
11P 3.0 360
NP 1 Sgt 0.5 60 74 12 1
1 PC 7.0 840
SKW 11P 1.0 120 57 9 0
1PC 7.0 840
CB 1IP 2.5 300 37 13 0
1 PC 5.0 600
CW 11P 2.5 300 69 20 4
1PC 6.0 720
C 1IP 1.4 168 56 14 0
1 PC 7.0 840
WF 11P 1.4 168 19 8 2
1PC 7.0 840
P - - - 1 1 1
w 1IP 1.4 168 134 26 0
1 PC 7.0 840
A 11P 1.4 168 123 30 0
1PC 7.0 840
S - - - 5 1 0
T HKI - - - 19 18 1
Total 10608 740 189 10
No. of Death Reports compiled by HKI (less P, S & T/HKI) = 169
No. of Man-hours worked between Jan and June 1984 =10608
No. of Man-hours worked per death report = 10608 = 6277

169
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Points

Only Hong Kong Island

Hurried figures

Initial attendance/enquiries are excluded
Based on present reporting system
Conclusions are for D.R. (Cor 9), not all deaths

May exclude attendance at inquests plus organising such

A S e

Basic (minimum) requirement for Hong Kong Island :
Inspectorate - 2
Junior Police Officer - 10

Present System

Day 1 Body found (Reported to Police)
Body to Hospital
Death certified
Body to Mortuary
Witnesses sought
N O K informed/interviewed
Pol 44 prepared in Police Station
Pol 75 prepared in Police Station

Day 2 Pol 44 + Pol 75 to Mortuary
N O K to Mortuary (ident)
Police to Mortuary (ident)
Pathologist - external examination
Post mortem conducted
Pol 44 to Coroner
Cor 13(s) signed by Coroner

Day 4 or + Coroner decides on Death Report (Cor 9)

Day 5 or + Police informed of Coroner’s decision

Day 5 or + Enquiries

Day 28 Report (or interim) to Coroner via Coroner’s officer
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Annexure 4

GENERAL POWERS OF THE CORONER UNDER
THE MAGISTRATES ORDINANCE

Provisions to be adopted or disapplied

Section 15 of the Coroners Ordinance provides:

“A coroner shall have in relation to the
inquiries provided for in sections 6, 7 and 8
the same powers in all respects as a
magistrate has under Part II of the
Magistrates Ordinance”

The following sections of the Magistrates Ordinance Cap. 227 have no relevance to
the jurisdiction of a coroner and, in so far as they are intended to apply to a
Coroner’s Court, should be disapplied:-

8,8A,9,10,12, 13,14, 15,17, 18A, 18B,
18C, 18D, 18E, 19, 19A, 23, 24, 25, 26, 26A,
27,28, 29,31, 33, 34, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40,
41,42, 44,47, 48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55,

56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 67, 68

The following sections of the Magistrates Ordinance Cap. 227, although relevant
to the jurisdiction of a coroner, are already provided for in the Coroners Ordinance
or Rules. Those provided for in the Rules should be removed therefrom and
incorporated in the body of a new amended Coroners Ordinance.

11 Place and manner of hearing
(see Rule 10 Coroners Rules)

16  Rights of parties to conduct case
personally or by counsel

(see Rule 12(1) Coroners Rules)

20  Adjournment of hearing and procedure thereon
(see Section 14 Coroners Ordinance)

The following sections of the Magistrates Ordinance Cap. 227 are inappropriate in
their present form to a Coroner’s Court and should no longer apply. Each should,
however, be suitably adapted for use by a coroner and incorporated in a new
Coroners Ordinance:-

21 Provisions as to witnesses

22 Power to order production of documents

30 Proof by declaration of service of
process and of handwriting, etc.
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32 Non-avoidance of summons or warrant by
death of magistrate

69-71 - Costs (see Report Chapter 6.43)
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Annexure 5

Government Laboratory Post Mortem Reports

TURNAROUND TIME 1984

1. Cases given priority

Range of Average
No. of No. of Turnaround Turnaround
Cases Samples Time (days) Time per case (days)

(1)  Alcohol 434 871 1-17 6.8
(il)) Cyanide and/or drugs 6 32 6-29 12.3
(iii)) Carbon Monoxide 60 155 2-53 8
(iv) Anaesthetics etc. 3 12 14-39 24
(v) Major Crime 33 162 3-58 21.4
Involvement
(vi) Tourists and persons 10 54 13-55 38.2
died in custody
(vii) Special Cases 6 21 1-25 11.3
Sub-total : 552 1307 1-58 17.4
2. Normal Cases 480 2324 15-153 47.5
Total ;1032 3631 - -
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1981
Number of 24,978
deaths in Hong Kong
Number of deaths 5,854

reported to the Coroner

Number of Inquests
held and Verdicts recorded

245 (Inquests)
245 (Verdicts)

Number of Inquests 54
convened with and (with jury)
without a jury 191
(without jury)
Number of cases in which 2%

a Warrant under s.16 Cap.14
were issued for what
offences, plea and whether

a criminal conviction resulted.

Inquest Statistics

1982 1983
25,460 26,485 25,580
5,862 5,999

199 (Inquests)
199 (Verdicts)

188 (Inquests)
189 (Verdicts)

41 50
(with jury) (with jury)
158 138
(without jury) (without jury)

Conviction Result

No

141 (Inquests)
141 (Verdicts)

(without jury)

Verdict Plea
Manslaughter No
Accidental Death, Nolle prosequi entered but charged

Driver to be charged with
Dangerous Driving causing
Death.

Excluding one “still birth”

with causing bodily harm by willful
misconduct and other charges.

Fined $1,000
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1985 1986
25,325 26,030
5,591 5,777

179 (Inquests) 224 (Inquests)

178**(Verdicts) 224 (Verdicts)
25 54
(with jury) (with jury)
154 170
(without jury) (without jury)
Remarks

This case was re-opened and
the Verdict was then Accidental
Death. Form 5 Warrant issued
previously was subsequently
withdrawn.
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Annexure 7

Verdicts

Type of Verdict 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986
Natural Causes 33 32 36 29 17 31
Accidental Death 169 117 124 68 60 65
Death by Misadventure 6 24 6 16 65 96
Suicide 14 12 9 5 7 8
Justifiable Homicide 2 2 4 3 2 2
Manslaughter 2 1 - 2% 1** -
Murder - - - 3 - -
Homicide 1 - 1 - 2 4
Lack of Care - - - 2 5 3
Excusable Homicide 2 1 - - - -

Open 16 10 9 13 19 15
Total 245 199 189 141 178 224

*(1)  Verdicts of involuntary manslaughter by person or persons unknown within C.M.B.
Co. therefore no Form 5 warrant issued.

(2) Form 5 warrant issued but A.G. entered nolle prosequi.

ok No Form 5 warrant issued. D.C.P. decided not to proceed with that charge.
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Anpexure 8

The duty to report and subsegquent procedures

DOCTORS

%
MON
CORONER'S
ASE
%
REGISTRAR OF
DEATHS
REFORTING
FROCEDURE
OPTIONS OF
CORONER/
FOLICE
R

DTHER SOURCES ( IMCL. GOYT

%

MO FURTHER ACTION
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